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her Majesty on the loth of November, and which
also implies that he was just now devising some
scheme of secret writing for State use. " Most gra-
cious sovereign/' he wrote from Greenwich : " This
rude piece of paper shall presume, because of your
Majesty's commandment, most humbly to present
such a cypher as a little leisure could afford me. If
there come any matter to my knowledge, the import-
ance whereof shall deserve to be so marked, I will
not fail, since your pleasure is my only boldness, to
your own hands to recommend it. In the mean-
time, I beseech your Majesty will vouchsafe to read
my heart in the course of my life ; and, though itself
be but of mean worth, yet to esteem it like a poor
house well set. I most lowly kiss your hands, and
pray to God your enemies may then only have peace
when they are weary of knowing your force."

Some of Elizabeth's enemies were now approach-
ing her in the guise of friends. The negotiations for
her marriage to the Duke of Anjou were still pro-
ceeding, but, happily, sufficient obstacles were raised
to prevent it. However willing or unwilling the
elderly queen may have been to take to herself
a young husband, she was not unmindful of her
duty to her country and to the Protestant cause, of
which, along with the brave little knot of patriots in
the Netherlands, England was the champion. As
one of the conditions of her marrying the brother
of King Henry of France, she wanted the latter to
join her in a league against Spain, and to this intent
in July she sent Sir Francis Walsingham to Paris,
where three or four months were wasted by the am-
bassador in useless controversy and efforts to recon-